
Frequently Asked Questions about COTA Leagues: 

 

What is the difference between the COTA Board of Directors and the Adult League Committee? 

o The COTA board administers the by-laws, standing orders, and approves the rules and regulations.  

The board of directors is made up of a President, Vice President, Community Director, Local League 

Coordinator (LLC), Treasurer, Secretary, Junior Team tennis liaison, country representatives, and 

members at large.  All board positions are volunteer and do not receive any compensation for their 

time, with the exception of the Community Director and Local League Coordinator.  The board works 

with the community to establish outreach programs including special events (Special Olympics) and 

works to build connections with local schools to develop tennis programs within their physical 

education classes or after school programs. 

o The Adult League committee deals with all issues regarding league play including scheduling, format of 

play, and local rules and regulations.  The Adult League Committee is chaired by the Local League 

Coordinator (LLC) and is composed of all Program coordinators (Mixed, Combo, 40 and over, 55 and 

over, etc.), a board appointed tennis professional, and up to two additional members at large 

appointment by the LLC when deemed necessary.  All positions on the league committee are 

volunteer and do not receive any compensation for their time, with the exception of the LLC.   

Can I change home courts after the schedule has been published? 

o No.  Once the schedule is published the courts listed are your home courts.  If your opponent is given 

the appropriate advanced notice and agrees to play at an alternate site, you may do so. 

When creating a team in TennisLink, what if I do not see the facility I want to use as home courts in the drop-down 

menu, though it’s on the approved facility list? 

o If the facility is not there, choose “other” then do a search by name.  Once you see the facility you 

want, select it.  Once someone has selected a facility for the season, it will then appear in the drop 

down menu.  

If I have to forfeit a line, where must I forfeit in the lineup? 

o If you know in advance of the match that you will not have enough players, you must forfeit from the 

bottom up (3 doubles or 2 singles).  If you do NOT know in advance and your player(s) does not show 

up, default the position of the player(s).  You cannot move players into different positions that are 

already listed on the scorecard with the following exception:  Two players will play together in the 

higher position when both of their partners do not show in order to avoid two defaults. 

How long do we have to wait if the courts are wet or it begins to rain? 

o Teams must remain at court for 30 minutes. 

If it is raining and looks like the rain will continue into match time, do we have to go to the courts? 

o No, if both captains agree that the weather will prevent the match from being played, they can 

verbally agree to cancel the match and begin plans for rescheduling.  If there is a disagreement, 

protocol dictates teams show up at the site to play.  If the courts are wet, teams would wait the 

mandated 30 minutes to gauge playability.  With that said, not all players must be on site to 

determine playability.  Any player may deem the courts unsafe to play at this point.  However, should 

the courts be playable within 30 minutes and a full line up is not present, the team not in accordance 

would forfeit line/s not present. 

 



What so I do if a player is violating a rule or displaying poor sportsmanship? 

o First, there must be clear evidence that a rule has been violated or someone has displayed poor 

sportsmanship.  If that evidence is present, a grievance may be filed against that player/team.  

Secondly, all grievances must be filed by the Captain who competed in the match in which an alleged 

violation occurred.  Before filing a grievance, be sure that there was a clear violation of the rules of 

tennis, COTA league rules and/or The Code.  These documents can be found on COTA’s website.  The 

form to be used for filing a grievance can also be found on COTA’s website.  COTA Rule stipulate, that 

“all complaints alleging a violation by an individual or a team during local league competition shall be 

filed in writing with the Local League Coordinator prior to the next match following the alleged 

violation or within 24 hours after the end of local league play, whichever comes first.” 

How many teams can I play on? 

o You can play on up to 3 teams per league, per season.  This provision primarily affects Adult League.  

For example, a 3.5 female player could play on a 3.5 day, a 4.0 day team, and a 3.5 business team.  

18+, 40+, 55+, 65+, Mixed and Combo are all considered different leagues.   

How long is the warm up time for matches? 

10 minutes.  Warm up is supposed to start at the scheduled match time.  So if the match is scheduled 

at 9:30 then the warm up should be completed by 9:40. 

What is the default time if someone is late? 

15 minutes from the scheduled match time.  So if the match is scheduled at 9:30 and someone show 

up at 9:40 they are still able to play.  If they show up at 9:45 they can be defaulted.   

Do you get a warm up if you are late?  

Yes.  If a player shows up within the default time of 15 minutes, even if it’s 14 min, then all players are 

eligible for a warm up of 10 min. 

How many lines of a match must be played to make the match a legal match? 

60% of the lines must be completed.  So for a 3 line team, 2/3 lines must be played and for a 5 line 

team, 3/5 lines must be completed. 

When inclement weather is an issue, how long before matches need to be rescheduled? 

Arrangements for make-up matches MUST be agreed upon within 36 hours of the original match start 

time.  You need to make sure both captains email the program coordinator with the agreed upon 

details of that make up match.  You have until the default day to play the matches, but the 

rescheduled dates and times must be agreed upon within 36 hours of the original match start time. 

How long after a match is completed do scores need to be entered? 

All scores need to be entered within 48 hours.  If scores are not entered in the appropriate amount of 

time, both teams are subject to a grievance and/or a double default. 


